Granholm issues new order on Ag, DNR agency
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Lansing, Mich. - 

Legislation introduced in the state House addresses Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s executive order combining the state Department of Agriculture (MDA) with the Department of Natural Resources( DNR) and Environment and the state Department of Agriculture (MDA). 

Meantime, she has issued new executive order (EO), which a press release said “modifies the impact of her previous order combining departments and clarifies the roles and responsibilities of the agriculture and natural resources commissions.” 

The new EO, among other things, returns specific statutory decision-making authority to the Agriculture Commission. 

However, she left unchanged the change to a gubernatorial appointment of directors “to ensure accountability to a statewide elected official who, in turn, is directly accountable to the people of the state.” 

Executive orders stand unless disapproved by the Legislature within 60 days. 

There is disapproval. 

State Rep. Ken Kurtz, R-Coldwater, has joined in promoting legislation to allow the bipartisan Agricultural Commission to continue appointing the MDA director.

The legislation would overturn the governor’s controversial EO in October eliminating the commission’s authority to hire the agriculture director. 

“Members of the Michigan Agricultural Commission have chosen excellent candidates to lead the agriculture department, and I see no reason why a change is needed,” said Kurtz. “The fear for many farmers is that by making the appointment a partisan decision, the most capable person will not get hired and agriculture in Michigan will suffer.”

He noted the ag industry generates over $71 billion annually, and is poised to become the state’s number one industry, supplanting manufacturing.

“Farmers in Branch and Hillsdale counties tell me they want the commission to continue making this important appointment,” said Kurtz. “We need their insight and steady hand to help the agriculture industry continue to grow.”

The new EO, according to the press release, is also intended to ensure ag commissioners have no conflicts of interest, that they be knowledgeable about modern agriculture and food systems.

The Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) issued a statement giving qualified approval to the new EO.

“While not perfect, the new executive order addresses the bulk of the agriculture industry’s concerns and is a far better option than what was originally proposed. For that, we appreciate the Governor stepping forward and agreeing to rectify what was a deeply concerning situation to Michigan’s agriculture industry,” said MFB President Wayne Wood. 

Wood credited a grassroots effort for bringing Granholm to reconsider some of her proposals.

MFB was among dozens of agricultural organizations who staunchly opposed the original EO issued by Granholm.
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