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34th Midwest Deer and Turkey Study Group

Meeting Proceedings

Due to scheduling issues with speakers, the annual business meeting was presented in two sessions.  The first session was Monday, August 23rd at 10AM.  During the first meeting a resolution on the baiting and feeding of deer and wild turkeys was presented by Bill Jensen (North Dakota Game and Fish Department).  A draft of the resolution was handed out to all participants.  After a brief introduction the floor was open for discussion.  Most of the comments were in regard to formatting, and length of the resolution.  After about 20 minutes of discussion, Lloyd Fox (Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks), made a motion that the resolution be accepted and that a committee deal with any grammatical or formatting changes that may be needed. Tom Micetich (Illinois Department of Natural Resources) seconded the motioned.   There were no additional remarks. The resolution was accepted by a unanimous voice vote.  A committee consisting of Paul Brewer (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), Bill Jensen (North Dakota Game and Fish Department),  Lloyd Fox (Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks), Tom Litchfield (Iowa Department of Natural Resources), Keith McCaffery (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: Retired), Tom Micetich (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), and Robert Rolley (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) was selected to assist with formatting changes to the resolution.  On order to complete editorial changes to the resolution, this group met immediately after the speakers finished presentations at 5PM.  Jerry Gulke (North Dakota Game and Fish Department) provided technical assistance by projecting the resolution on a wall to assist with editorial changes.

The second business meeting session started Tuesday, August 24th at 1PM and lasted about one hour.  Lloyd Fox and Mike Micetich led the discussion on reformatting the baiting and feeding resolution.  All were comfortable with the modifications made by the committee.  
The next order of business was to select a location for the next Midwest Deer and Turkey Workshop in 2011.  Al Stewart (Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment [MDNRE]) offered to host the 2011 Deer and Turkey Workgroup meeting.  Based on input at our 2010 meeting, the proposed dates for the 2011 meetings were selected to be September 25-28.  The location will be the MDNRE conference center near Higgins Lake.  More information on the location and facilities can be found at: http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10365-71716--,00.html. Brent Rudolph (MDNRE) will also be assisting with arrangements for the 2011 meeting.  Andy Lindbloom (South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks) tentatively offered to host the 2012 meeting in South Dakota.
Resolution by the Midwest Deer and Wild Turkey Study Group regarding the detrimental consequences of the growing practice of baiting and feeding.

Our concerns focus primarily on the impacts of baiting and feeding on the transmission and spread of diseases and parasites in deer and wild turkey, the economic impacts of disease management and the subsequent ability of our agencies’ to manage deer and wild turkey populations in light of these threats.

WHEREAS:  Wildlife belongs to all citizens equally:  method of take is entrusted to the state or province in consideration of the resource for the benefit of the public.  AND

WHEREAS:  Effective communication, education and enforcement are enhanced when rules and regulations are consistent across state and provincial boundaries.  AND

WHEREAS:  Baiting is not necessary to successfully harvest deer or wild turkey.  AND

WHEREAS:  Feeding is not necessary to sustain healthy deer and wild turkey populations.  AND

WHEREAS:  It is not possible to bait or feed deer and wild turkey without increasing the likelihood for the spread of diseases and parasites.  AND

WHEREAS:  Concentrating deer by baiting and feeding can facilitate the transmission, establishment, and spread of diseases such as chronic wasting disease, bovine tuberculosis, brucellosis, Johne’s disease and parasites such as ticks, mites, and nematodes.  AND

WHEREAS:  Concentrating wild turkey by baiting and feeding can facilitate the transmission, establishment, and spread of diseases such as blackhead, avian pox and parasites such as ticks, lice, tape worms and round worms.  AND

WHEREAS:  Deer and wild turkey pathogens often remain viable at bait or feed sites long after the feed or bait no longer exists.  AND

WHEREAS:  Increased transmission and spread of diseases and parasites in deer and wild turkey may potentially put other wildlife and domestic livestock and public health at risk.  AND

WHEREAS:  Once certain diseases such as bovine tuberculosis become established in a deer population the cost of management dramatically increases thereby diverting limited public funds from traditional wildlife management activities.  AND

WHEREAS:  Feeding deer and wild turkey acclimates these animals to people which creates nuisance animals.  Once the general public perceives a species as a nuisance, tolerance for and value of the species to society diminishes.  AND

WHEREAS:  The National Wild Turkey Federation technical committee resolution (1982) discourages the artificial feeding of turkeys, and the Wildlife Society position paper, Baiting and Supplemental Feeding of Game Wildlife Species (2007), discourages supplemental feeding and baiting of all wild game species.  AND

WHEREAS:  We acknowledge that feeding of wild ungulates has been a long tradition with some state, federal and provincial agencies dating back to the early 1900s.  AND

WHEREAS:  We acknowledge that banning baiting and feeding will not totally eliminate the possibility of disease transmission, establishment, and spread in free-ranging deer and wild turkey populations; but it is a positive, proactive step.  AND

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  The Midwest Deer and Wild Turkey Study Group respectfully request the Midwest Directors representing member state and provincial wildlife agencies to:

1. collectively work to educate deer and wild turkey hunters, conservation organizations, the agricultural community and the general public as to the dangers and potential impacts resulting from baiting and feeding of deer and wild turkey; and

2. remain resolute in prohibiting the practice of baiting and feeding of deer and wild turkey in those states and provinces where baiting and feeding bans currently exist; and

3. prohibit baiting and feeding of deer and wild turkey in those states and provinces where those practices are currently allowed; and

4. communicate these concerns to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

MEMO TO:  Midwest Directors

FROM:  Midwest Deer and Wild Turkey Study Group

DATE:  August 24, 2010

RE:  Feeding and Baiting Resolution

Attached is a resolution adopted by the Midwest Deer and Wild Turkey Study Group at their annual meeting in Devils Lake, North Dakota, August 23-24, 2010.  Additional supporting documentation and references are provided below.

Dr. William R. Davidson, assistant director of the Southeastern Center for Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS) at the University of Georgia has stated “…science knows more than enough about the transmissible disease to realize we must not concentrate wildlife.”  “A key to prevention is to reduce or eliminate those risk factors that are controllable, and live animal importation, supplemental feeding, baiting, and other highly artificial practices are controllable risk factors.”  “Based on experience gained over several decades of work in the wildlife disease field at SCWDS, we believe that such actions are imperative if wildlife, domestic livestock and poultry, and human populations are to be safeguarded from unnecessary disease risks (Davidson and Fischer 2003).”

USDA research has shown that the bacteria responsible for causing TB can remain infectious for more than 17 weeks in frozen feed.  This study terminated at 120-days with M.bovis bacteria still viable (Whipple and Palmer 2000).  The prions that cause CWD will bind with soil particles (Johnson et al. 2007) and have been shown to infect mule deer at least two years later (Miller et al. 2004).  Anthrax is believed to remain dormant in the soil for decades.  Researchers believe that some areas of the country near historic cattle trails have a higher incidence of anthrax due to soils being infected from cattle drives in the late 1800s (Parker et al. 2007).

Repeated placement of food, minerals or attractants to a site to be consumed by deer and wild turkeys distinguishes these practices from any natural food source or feeding behavior.  The practice of baiting congregates deer and wild turkeys, thus changing their distribution.  These concentrations generally equate to the loss of opportunity and harvest by the general public since deer and wild turkey are restricted to a few properties rather than more evenly distributed based on quality habitats.  By artificially altering the distribution and behavior of deer and wild turkey, the ability of state and provincial agencies to effectively manage deer populations is also impacted.  A study in Wisconsin revealed that deer harvest success during the gun season increased when baiting was banned (Van Deelen et al. 2006).  Deer returned to natural distribution and movements that allowed the general public to harvest.

Bait and feed piles provide a situation where partially consumed feed, contaminated with saliva or nasal secretions from diseased animals, can be consumed and spread the disease to other deer (Miller et al. 2003).  The TB bacterium can also be spread to humans through contact with saliva, urine, feces, milk, and improperly cooked meat of infected animals (Wiltkins et al. 2008).  Blackhead and many other parasitic diseases affecting wild turkeys are spread via infected feces.  Mortality rates of turkeys infected with blackhead disease usually exceeds 75%.  In some instances concerns over disease by agricultural producers have resulted in the removal of the surviving turkeys after the disease has taken its toll on the flock.  Grain used for bait or feeding can mold and be infected with aflatoxins or ergot toxins that can sicken and kill deer, turkeys, and a variety of other wildlife.

Once disease is established in wildlife populations, the cost to hunters and taxpayers quickly escalates.  Between 1994 and 2002, Michigan spent in excess of $150 million in an effort to control bovine tuberculosis (TB) in their deer herd, with an estimated annual cost to producers of $15 million for testing (Toso 2002).  In Wisconsin, efforts to control Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) have topped well over $32 million since 2001.  Since 2005, the estimated cost of controlling TB in the northwestern Minnesota cattle and deer herd has now exceeded $10 million for testing cattle and another $3 to $5 million for testing and removal of deer.

Exceptions.  Our resolution does not include feed that is:

A. present solely as a result of normal agricultural, forest management, orchard management, wildlife food planting or other similar land management practices; or

B. used for scientific purposes such as but not limited to population control or capture and handling of wildlife under written authorization from the responsible fish and wildlife agency.  This section shall not be construed to limit employees of agencies of the state or province, or local animal control officers in the performance of their official duties related to public health, wildlife management, or wildlife removal; or

C. for the purpose of luring coyotes or furbearing animals for trapping as permitted by law.

Definitions.  “Baiting” is defined as the placement and/or use of bait(s) for attracting deer, wild turkey and other game to a specific location for the purpose of hunting.  Baits include but are not limited to grains, minerals, salts, fruits, vegetables, hay or any other natural or manufactured foods.  This designation does not apply to the use of scents and lures, water, standing crops, or livestock feeds being used in standard farming practices.  “Baited area” means any area where any “feed” is intentionally placed, deposited, distributed or scattered so as to lure, attract or entice wildlife to, on, or over a specific location.  Such area shall remain a “baited area” for thirty days following complete removal of all “feed”, except for salt, minerals, or any other “feed” that will dissolve and leach into the soil; in which case such area shall be considered as a permanently “baited area” until such time as all contaminated soil is either removed or covered in such a manner that the area no longer serves to artificially attract wildlife.

“Feeds” include but are not limited to grains, minerals, salts, fruits, vegetables, hay or any other natural or manufactured foods that are capable of luring, attracting or enticing wildlife.

“Feeding” means the intentional placement of food for deer, wild turkey, and other game animals to a specific location for any purpose (e.g. photographing or viewing, taming, providing nutritional supplements).  This designation does not apply to the use of scents and lures, water, standing crops, or livestock feeds being used in standard farming practices.
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34th Midwest Deer & Wild Turkey Study

Group Meeting Agenda
Camp Grafton (Devils Lake, ND)

August 22-25, 2010

Sunday, August 22:

Check-In (3PM to 7PM) Where: Billeting Office

5:30PM
Food and refreshments

Monday, August 23:

Morning Session;

7:30AM:
Breakfast

8:30AM: 
Welcome by Lt. Col. Jensen, Engineering Officer, Camp Grafton and Terry Steinwand, Director, North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGF).

9:00AM:  
History of Devils Lake, Randy Hiltner, NE District Fisheries Supervisor, NDGF.

9:30AM: 
Wing-Tuttle White-tailed Deer Study.  Bill Jensen, Big Game Biologist, NDGF, Bismarck, ND.

9:45AM: 
Break

10:00AM: 
White-tailed Deer Research on the Northern Great Plains.  Jon Jenks, South Dakota State University, Brookings, SD.

11:00AM: 
Investing in Wisconsin’s Whitetails.  Robert Rolley, Wildlife Population Ecologist, Wisconsin DNR, Madison, WI.

Noon:  

Lunch

1:00PM: 
Corridors of Diversity – Riparian Areas and Their Importance to Wildlife on the Northern Great Plains.  Jared McJunkin, National Wild Turkey Foundation, Hermosa, SD.

2:00PM:  
Parasites and Diseases of Deer and Turkeys in the Northern Great Plains.  Dan Grove, Wildlife Veterinarian, NDGF, Bismarck, ND.

3:00PM:
Break

3:30PM: 
Resolution on Baiting and Feeding Deer and Turkeys.

5:00PM:  
Adjourn

5:30PM: 
Social, Dinner at 6:30PM

Tuesday, August 24:

7:30AM:
Breakfast

Morning Sessions:  

8:30AM:  
Discussion:  Potential for Cooperative Research Projects.  Standardized Methodology, Sampling, and Reporting



White-tailed Deer State Status Reports



Turkey State Status Reports

9:45AM: 
Break

10:00AM:
Continue:  White-tailed Deer State Status Reports




        Turkey State Status Reports

Noon:  

Lunch

1:00PM:
Business Meeting

1.  Resolution on Baiting and Feeding Deer and Turkeys.

2. Next Workshop location

3:00PM:
Break

3:30PM:
Continue with Business Meeting

5:00PM:  
Adjourn

5:30PM: 
Social, Dinner at 6:30PM

Wednesday, August 24:

7:30AM:
Breakfast

8:00AM
Check Out
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